DORCHESTER ONE WORLD FESTIVAL:   REPORT

The Dorchester One World Festival took place on the Kings Road Playing Field on Sunday 4 October 2009 - this new multi culture community event, celebrated diversity and was based around sports, food and cultural activities/specialities from around the world.  It ran from 11.00 – 16.00 and was attended by over 1262 people.  A Visitors Book was taken around the event by two volunteers so that attendees could sign it and write comments about the Festival if they wished.  Over 220 people wrote comments – all positive.  This opportunity enabled the volunteers to engage people in more detailed conversation from time to time so they were able to establish Countries of origin ,  find out where people came from locally and what they thought about this new event – see attached Breakdown of Attendance, comments and a letter from an attendee.

The Festival was the idea of local Bangladeshi resident Khalique Miah, who wanted to encourage networking and socialising with ethnic minority groups and the community after he had experienced a racist attack. He felt there weren’t enough opportunities for people who weren’t born or brought up in Britain, to interact and socialise with the community in general.  He said many of them were shy, lacked confidence and did not have the language skills to face people and they frequently experience racial comments so were reluctant to draw attention to themselves.  He wanted something good to come from his bad experience.   He approached Dorset Community Action for help – and ‘Speak Easy Dorchester’ was set up to enable ethnic minority residents to access English speaking sessions in an informal atmosphere, at a time and place convenient to them.  From the sessions the attendees gained confidence and English speaking skills and expressed a desire to help Khalique with his idea. 

People were invited to attend the event to spectate or take part the activities – or to perform music, dance or song, or form a team to take part in some of the organised games of Kabaddi, Tug of war and 5-a-side football, with trophies for the winners.  Teams registered from the YOI, Dorset Police, River of Life Church and local Bangladeshi restaurants and those who came on the day. The sports were supervised by Weymouth College Sports Development Team and volunteers.  Local groups and performers showcased their specialist acts (bellydancing, contemporary dance, Bangladeshi music, Chinese Lion Dance with drumming, Storytelling from the Arts Centre and a Masterclass in Greek cooking with George Afadakis – see attached photographs.
Eleven local organisations showcased their activities – including Richard & Claire Budd’s Grace Secondary School project in Nambia, the Bridport Bagladies support of Townships in South Africa, the Dorset Race Equality Council and the SW Dorset Multi Culture Network. Food from around the world was represented by Yankee Pankee (American food), a Bangladeshi banquet stall which was a collaboration of 5 local food outlets, Thai cooking and specialities and Chinese food with a craft table at which children could make things.  The Action Van provided a bouncy castle, trampoline, circus skills and many other sports for children to try,  and - for the more adventurous - a climbing wall, archery, boxing and a coconut shy.  The event took place over two sites – the Kings Road Playing Field and Dorchester Youth Club which hosted a ‘Round the World Exhibition’ – which 23 countries had provided resources for- as well as ‘safe play’ and activities for under 5’s.  A raffle was held to raise funds towards a second event and donations were taken for the recent earthquake and tsunami appeal for Indonesia, for which £50 was raised.

Over 45 volunteers supported the event, of which just under half were from either ethnic minority backgrounds or disadvantaged people.   The Speak Easy Group are now setting up another series of 12 English speaking sessions and planning the next One World Festival.
Kris Hallett

Community Development Worker

Dorset Community Action
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